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MULTlIcultural EUropean identity — MULTIEU

International Event MULTIEU

Meeting of stakeholders and citizens from local communities -
members of the "I Care for Europe" Network and their participation in
joint activities (seminar, workshop, presentation of good practice
examples, cultural activities)

in-situ

Republic of Serbia, Ba¢

26/11 —30/11/2025

https://www.adriaticgreen.net/Multicultural-EUropean-IDENTITY/

Local communities from 5 countries (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Italy, Serbia, Slovenia)
involved in the MULTIcultural EUropean identity (MULTIEU) project established mutual cooperation
back in 2013 by signing the Memorandum of Understanding, when they officially founded the Network




EU Grants: Event description sheet (CERV): V1.0 — 01.04.2022

of Small European Cultural Towns "I Care for Europe”.
All these communities have in common that:
a. they are small towns/municipalities, thus
1) not attracting the big infrastructural funds dedicated to cities
2) still preserving a good quality of life for its inhabitants
3) not offering many job opportunities for the youth
b. they all have richness in heritage (natural, historical, cultural, intangible), thus

1) have an opportunity to develop sustainable living for the youth using a community-based
approached to tourism

2) have a need to preserve traditions and pass on activities/knowledge to new generations.

The International Event of the "MULTIEU" project was held in Ba¢ (Serbia) from 26 to 30 November
2025 with the active participation of 296 representatives of local communities, and as a result of direct
participation in the activities, participants:

— increased their knowledge of the specificities of local cultural heritage, its diversity and
European multicultural identity,

— increased their knowledge of the opportunities offered by EU programmes, especially the
CERV programme within the Networks of Towns Action

— became aware of the common problems faced by their local communities, and
— created a joint project idea for presentation within the framework of the CERV programme.

Participants (representatives of local authorities, tourism promotion agencies or associations, youth
associations, cultural associations, local minority associations, women's groups or associations,
elderly' groups or associations, teachers and educators) actively participated in:

1. General Meetings of all participants aimed at increasing mutual knowledge, developing
understanding of other and different realities and creating friendships among European
citizens

2. Seminar on EU programmes and policies in the field of promotion and protection of cultural
heritage, sustainable development and sustainable cultural tourism and cross-border
cooperation, as well as the importance of “involving young people in promoting local policies
for sustainable development and promotion of local cultural/natural values”

3. Presentation of an example of best practice in sustainable tourism “Diffused Hotel Borgo
Soandri”: A Village for a Hotel” (Sutrio, Carnia region/Italy): The value of the "Diffused Hotel"
project is that it is not only the opportunity for tourists to experience Sutrio as fellow citizens,
feeling part of the community, experiencing the Carnia region through nature, culture and
gastronomy, but also for the entire local community, as it becomes an economic and
professional resource for the area.

4. Workshop focused on enhancing the potential of the “I Care for Europe” Network through
training of small local communities' stakeholders and development of a joint project proposal
based on the results of the SWOT analysis of local communities.

5. Sightseeing of the cultural heritage of Ba¢ and the surrounding area:
- Orthodox Monastery Bodjani
- Bac Fortress
- Franciscan Monastery in Ba¢
- Turkish bath (hammam)
- Subotica (City Hall, Synagogue)

6. Two-hour concert of folklore dance and singing groups that presented several different
traditions and customs from Serbia and Croatia, part of the richness of European
multiculturalism.

The results of the activities, and in particular the results of the workshop of the participants divided into
several groups, were presented to all participants at the Final General Meeting of the International
Event in Bac. The participants will continue to disseminate the results in their communities.

The project, project activities and results are visible to the wider public via the project website.
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The target groups are, in general, small local communities involved in the "I Care for Europe" Network
and in this project, as the project and its results will have an impact on their communities.

The project has the greatest direct impact on the representatives of these local communities who
directly participated in the activities of the International Event in Bac.



